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Three Areas of Prayer for Spiritual Growth 

Colossians 1:9-12 
BGT 9 Dia. tou/to kai. h`mei/j( avfV h-j h`me,raj hvkou,samen( ouv pauo,meqa u`pe.r u`mw/n proseuco,menoi kai. aivtou,menoi( i[na plhrwqh/te 

th.n evpi,gnwsin tou/ qelh,matoj auvtou/ evn pa,sh| sofi,a| kai. sune,sei pneumatikh/|( 10 peripath/sai avxi,wj tou/ kuri,ou eivj pa/san 
avreskei,an( evn panti. e;rgw| avgaqw/| karpoforou/ntej kai. auvxano,menoi th/| evpignw,sei tou/ qeou/( 11 evn pa,sh| duna,mei dunamou,menoi 
kata. to. kra,toj th/j do,xhj auvtou/ eivj pa/san u`pomonh.n kai. makroqumi,anÅ Meta. cara/j 12 euvcaristou/ntej tw/| patri. tw/| 
i`kanw,santi u`ma/j eivj th.n meri,da tou/ klh,rou tw/n a`gi,wn evn tw/| fwti,\ 

NKJ 9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing [Him], being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all 
might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who 
has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.   

My Identity as an INDIVIDUAL (Colossians 1:1) 
My Identity as Part of a GROUP (Colossians 1:2) 
Three Realms of a Believer’s Walk (Colossians 1:3-8) 

• Their Faith: Their Ongoing Belief in the Savior 
• Their Love: Their Active Care of the Saints 
• Their Hope: Their Forward Focus on Eternal Rewards 

1. Paul’s _________________ 
do not cease to pray for you, 
ouv pauo,meqa u`pe.r u`mw/n proseuco,menoi 

2. Paul’s _________________ 

End result – in order that you might be filled with the complete knowledge of His will (desire) 

and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will 
kai. aivtou,menoi( i[na plhrwqh/te th.n evpi,gnwsin tou/ qelh,matoj auvtou/ 

• Subjunctive – possible but not guaranteed 

o Requires prayer – asking God for help 

o Requires purpose – choosing to desire this 

• Subjective – each individual receiving “precise and correct knowledge” [Thayer] 

Three Areas of Prayer for Spiritual Growth 

A. ______________  ______________ 

in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing [Him], 
evn pa,sh| sofi,a| kai. sune,sei pneumatikh/|( peripath/sai avxi,wj tou/ kuri,ou eivj pa/san avreskei,an( 

• In all wisdom and spiritual understanding – principles 

• To be walking – principled practice  

o Col 2:6 – faithful, informed walking 

o Col 3:7 – former walking 

o Col 4:5 – strategic walking 

• Worthy of the Lord – principled practice for a purpose 

o Eph 4:1 – walk worthy of your calling 

o Phil 1:17 – walk worthy of the gospel of Christ (in unity) 

o 1 Thes 2:12 – walk worthy of the God who calls you 

• Unto all [things] a desire to please – intent to please in every area at all times  
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B. ______________  ______________ 
being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
evn panti. e;rgw| avgaqw/| karpoforou/ntej kai. auvxano,menoi th/| evpignw,sei tou/ qeou/( 

• In each good work – extent 
o Col 1:21 – former working 
o Col 3:17 – worshipful working 

• Being fruitful 
o Luke 8:15 – fruitful soil – hearing, holding, bearing 

• Being increased in the knowledge of God (doing brings learning – Heb 5) 
o Col 2:19 – growth of the body happens as the body parts work together 
o 1 Pet 2:2 – desire the Word, that you may be increased by it 

C. ______________  ______________ 
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 
evn pa,sh| duna,mei dunamou,menoi kata. to. kra,toj th/j do,xhj auvtou/ eivj pa/san u`pomonh.n kai. makroqumi,anÅ Meta. cara/j 

• In every ability (effort?) 

• Enabled 

o Col 1:29 – To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily. 
eivj o] kai. kopiw/ avgwnizo,menoj kata. th.n evne,rgeian auvtou/ th.n evnergoume,nhn evn evmoi. evn duna,meiÅ 

• Resource – God’s might (dominion) 

o Eph 6:10 – Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 
Tou/ loipou/( evndunamou/sqe evn kuri,w| kai. evn tw/| kra,tei th/j ivscu,oj auvtou/Å 

• Goal – all endurance, longsuffering, with joy 
o 2 Thes 3:5 
o Heb 10:36 
o Heb 12:1 
o James 1:2-4 
o Col 3:12-13 

3. Paul’s _________________  _________________ 
Dia. tou/to kai. h`mei/j( 

avfV h-j h`me,raj hvkou,samen( 
ouv pauo,meqa u`pe.r u`mw/n 

proseuco,menoi kai. 
aivtou,menoi( 

i[na plhrwqh/te th.n evpi,gnwsin tou/ qelh,matoj auvtou/ 
evn pa,sh| 

sofi,a| kai. 
sune,sei pneumatikh/|( 

peripath/sai avxi,wj tou/ kuri,ou 
eivj pa/san avreskei,an( 

evn panti. e;rgw| avgaqw/| 
karpoforou/ntej kai. 
auvxano,menoi 

th/| evpignw,sei tou/ qeou/( 
evn pa,sh| duna,mei 

dunamou,menoi 
kata. to. kra,toj 

th/j do,xhj auvtou/ 
eivj pa/san 

u`pomonh.n kai. 
makroqumi,anÅ Meta. cara/j 

euvcaristou/ntej 
tw/| patri. tw/| i`kanw,santi um̀a/j 
eivj th.n meri,da 

tou/ klh,rou 
tw/n ag̀i,wn 

evn tw/| fwti,\ 

On account of this also we, 
from which day we heard, 

not we are ceasing on behalf of you 
praying and 
asking, 

in order that you {pl} might be filled with the knowledge of the will of him 
in all (PRACTICE – worthy walking – what) 

wisdom and 
understanding {insight} spiritual, 

to walk {aor inf} worthily of the Lord 
unto all [things] a desire to please, 

in {into?} all [things?] a work good (PRODUCE – fruitful working) 
bearing fruit and 
being increased 

in the knowledge of the God, 
in all [things?] power (POWER – empowered effort – how) 

being empowered 
according to the might {force} 

of the glory of him 
unto all 

endurance and 
longsuffering. Amid {meta} joy, 

giving thanks 
to the father to the one who made sufficient {aor part} { renders fit} us 
unto the share {part} 

of the called [one] 
of the holy [ones] 

in {by} the light; 


